
ISTILAHI ZA

KISHERIA

O F I S I  Y A  M W A N A S H E R I A  M K U U
W A  S E R I K A L I



Page 1

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

ISTILAHI ZA KISHERIA

Prepared by 
The Office of the 
Attorney General
December, 2023

Copyright ©2023
First Printing, 2023
www.agctz.go.tz



includes compiling a list of legal terminologies and related expressions to aid 
in translation between English and Kiswahili languages.

PREFACE
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Therefore, this Publication contains a compilation of the legal terminologies 
commonly used in legislation and other documents, that have been translated 
from English to Kiswahili languages. The aim is to improve public 
understanding and participation in the legal system. The Publication seeks to 
address challenges encountered by the Office of the Attorney General and its 
stakeholders in legislative drafting, translation and revision of the laws. 

More often than not, the challenges experienced are associated with lack of 
standard guidelines that set ground for translation of words and legal 
terminologies. This lack of standardization can result in multiple meanings for 
one word or terminology. This has caused confusion among stakeholders 
regarding the use and application of certain words or terminologies to the 
extent that it impairs implementation of legislation in accordance with spirit 
envisioned by the Parliament. In addition, similar challenges have been 
experienced in the preparation of legal instruments and other documents.

Kiswahili as the official language of the Nation and one that is widely spoken 
and easily understood by the public, holds a significant historical importance 
in our nation and plays a vital role in fostering awareness and encouraging 
community involvement in various legal processes and procedures. Thus, 
translation of the terminologies under this Publication has been executed with 
utmost skill and care, taking into account the accuracy of the intended 
meaning.

Following directives of the Government in the year 
2020 that Kiswahili should be the official language in 
the public legal sector, the Interpretation of Laws Act, 
Cap. 1, was subsequently amended through the Written 
Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act No.1 of 2021. 
In response to this amendment, the Office of the 
Attorney General responsible for legislative drafting 
and translation of laws has taken deliberate efforts to 
ensure the implementation of the directives.  This



Page 3

This Publication is introduced with the belief that it will facilitate equitable 
access to legal information and act as an indispensable tool, thereby 
contributing positively to sustainable development and administration of 
justice within our society.

We extend our best wishes to all readers in their endeavor to comprehend and 
appreciate this Publication.

Hon. Judge Dr. Eliezer Mbuki Feleshi 
ATTORNEY GENERAL
1st December, 2023.



Kufuatia maagizo ya Serikali ya Mwaka 2020 kwamba Kiswahili kiwe lugha 
rasmi katika Tasnia ya Sheria, Sheria ya Tafsiri ya Sheria, Sura 1, ilifanyiwa 
marekebisho kupitia Sheria ya Marekebisho ya Sheria Mbalimbali (Na.1) ya 
Mwaka 2021. Kutokana na marekebisho hayo, Ofisi ya Mwanasheria Mkuu 
wa Serikali kupitia Divisheni ya Uandishi wa Sheria ambayo ndiyo yenye 
jukumu la kutafsiri sheria, imefanyia kazi  maelekezo hayo na kuandaa 
Istilahi za Misamiati ya Kisheria na inayotumiwa mara kwa mara na 
Mawakili wa Serikali, hususan, Waandishi wa Sheria kwa ajili ya kurahisisha 
shughuli za Ufasiri wa Sheria kutoka lugha ya Kiingereza kwenda katika 
lugha ya Kiswahili na kinyume chake.

Kwa hivyo, Chapisho hili lina istilahi za kisheria ambazo hutumika sana 
katika sheria na hati zingine ambazo zimetafsiriwa kutoka Kiingereza kwenda 
lugha ya Kiswahili. Madhumuni ni kuboresha uelewa wa umma na ushiriki 
katika mfumo wa sheria. Chapisho hili linalenga kukabiliana na changamoto 
zinazoikabili Ofisi ya Mwanasheria Mkuu wa Serikali na wadau wake katika 
utungaji wa sheria, tafsiri na marekebisho ya sheria. 

Mara nyingi, kumemetokea changamoto za matumizi ya misamiati hiyo 
kutokana ukosefu wa miongozo sanifu inayoweka msingi wa tafsiri ya 
maneno na istilahi za kisheria, na hivyo kuwepo na uwezekano wa kuwa  na 
maana zaidi ya moja kwa neno au istilahi moja katika matumizi ya muktadha 
mmoja. Hali hii imesababisha mkanganyiko miongoni mwa Mawakili wa 
Serikali na wadau wengine kuhusu matumizi ya baadhi ya misamiati au 
istilahi jambo ambalo linaweza kudhoofisha utekelezaji wa sheria na 
kushindwa kufikia lengo la kutungwa kwa sheria husika. Aidha, changamoto 
kama hizo zimejitokeza katika utayarishaji wa hati na nyaraka nyingine za 
Serikali.

Kiswahili kama lugha rasmi ya Taifa inayozungumzwa na watu wengi na 
kueleweka kwa urahisi, ina umuhimu mkubwa katika historia ya Taifa letu na 
ina mchango mkubwa katika kukuza uelewa na kuhimiza ushiriki wa jamii 
katika michakato na mambo mbalimbali ya kisheria na kimaendeleo, kwa 
ujumla. Hivyo, tafsiri ya istilahi za misamiati ya kisheria kwa lugha ya 
Kiswahili imefanyika kwa ustadi na umakini mkubwa kwa kuzingatia maana 
iliyokusudiwa na sheria husika.
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Istilahi za Baadhi ya Misamiati ya Kisheria imeandaliwa kwa imani kwamba 
itasaidia upatikanaji rahisi na kutumika kama rasilimali yenye thamani, na 
hivyo kuchangia vyema katika utekelezaji wa shughuli za ki maendeleo na 
utawala wa haki ndani ya jamii zetu.

Tunawatakia kila la kheri wasomaji na watumiaji wa Chapisho hili katika 
shughuli zao za kila siku.

Mhe. Jaji Dkt. Eliezer Mbuki Feleshi 
MAWANASHERIA MKUU WA SERIKALI
1 Disemba, 2023.



My sincere gratitude extends to the Hon. Attorney General, Judge Dr. Eliezer 
Mbuki Feleshi and the Chief Parliamentary Drafter, Mr. Onorius John Njole. 
In addition, I would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere 
gratitude to Hon. Judge Dr. Evaristo Longopa, for his dedication and great 
support to me and the Legislative Drafting Division in the preparation of these 
terms. A special thanks to the National Kiswahili Council and the former 
Retired Chief Parliamentary Draftsman, Ms. Sarah Kinyamfura Barahomoka 
for their invaluable contribution to this project.

I would also wish to express my gratitude to the entire Management team of 
the Office of the Attorney General for their support in this project.

My heartfelt gratitude goes to the staff of the Legislative Drafting Division of 
the Office of Attorney General for their tireless efforts in preparing this List. 
It fills me with immense pride to recognize that the Legislative Drafting 
Division boasts a creative and hardworking workforce, which has been 
instrumental in the success of this exercise.

I wish all readers and users of this list an enjoyable and enlightening 
experience in their reading!

From a technical standpoint, the translation of 
terminologies between English and Kiswahili 
languages invariably encountered in the legislative 
drafting and translation of laws processes is mainly 
associated with lack of standardised guidelines. These 
challenges have resulted to inconsistencies, 
ambiguities, substandard translation of words or 
terminologies used in legislation, as well as failure to  

translate words or terminologies within their appropriate context. In view of 
the above, this Publication aims to provide solutions for the challenges 
encountered by the Office of the Attorney General in the translation of 
legislation and other documents. 

From the Deputy Attorney General
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Hon. Amb. Prof. Kennedy G. Gastorn 
1st December, 2023.



Kwa mtazamo wa kitaalamu, changamoto katika matumizi ya istilahi za 
kisheria kutoka katika lugha ya Kiingereza kwenda katika lugha ya Kiswahili 
na kinyume chake ambazo mara kwa mara tumekumbana nazo katika 
michakato ya Uandishi na Ufasiri wa Sheria kwa kiasi kikubwa zinatokana na 
kukosekana kwa istilahi sahihi katika lugha ya Kiswahili. Hali hiyo 
imepelekea kutokuwepo kwa uthabiti wa matumizi ya istilahi, kuibuka kwa 
utata wa tafsiri, ubora hafifu wa sheria zinazotafsiriwa na kushindwa kutafsiri 
misamiati na istilahi kwa kuzingatia muktadha sahihi. 

Kutokana na changamoto hizo, Chapisho hili linakusudia kutatua 
changamoto  hizo ambazo Ofisi ya Mwanasheria Mkuu wa Serikali imekuwa 
ikikumbana nazo katika Ufasiri wa Sheria na nyaraka nyinginezo.

Napenda kutoa shukrani zangu za dhati kwa Mhe.Mwanasheria Mkuu wa 
Serikali, Jaji Dkt. Eliezer Mbuki Feleshi na Mwandishi Mkuu wa Sheria, Bw. 
Onorius John Njole. Aidha, napenda pia kuchukua fursa hii, kutoa shukrani 
zangu za dhati kwa Mhe. Jaji Dkt. Evaristo Longopa, kwa kujitolea na kutoa 
msaada mkubwa kwangu na kwa Divisheni ya Uandishi wa Sheria katika 
utayarishaji wa istilahi hizi. Shukurani za kipekee ziende kwa Baraza la 
Kiswahili Tanzania, Mwandishi Mkuu wa Sheria Mstaafu, Bi. Sarah 
Kinyamfura Barahomoka kwa mchango wao usiopimika.

Vilevile, shukrani zangu za dhati ziwaendee watumishi wa Divisheni ya 
Uandishi wa Sheria kwa juhudi zao za dhati katika kuandaa istilahi hizi. 
Inanipa fahari kubwa kutambua kwamba Divisheni ya Uandishi wa Sheria 
inao watumishi wabunifu na wachapakazi ambao wameweza kupelekea zoezi 
hili kuwa lenye mafanikio.
 
Nawatakia kila la kheri wasomaji na watumiaji wa istilahi hizi.
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Kutoka kwa Naibu Mwanasheria Mkuu wa Serikali

Mhe. Balozi Prof. Kennedy G. Gastorn 
NAIBU MWANASHERIA MKUU WA SERIKALI
1 Disemba, 2023.
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